M. R. Hyker’s Latest Adventure

12-16-06: Pole Steeple-Buck Ridge Circuit (modified) - It was a beautiful day for a hike. The high temps were in the 50s and there wasn’t a cloud in the Sky. I was joined by Hard Core, Cognac Jack, Short Stack, The Mad Hatter, Coca Cola Kid, The Dancing Austrian, Mike (not this Mike but another Mike) and new comers Tim, Beth and Mary. We started our hike along the bicycle path by 10:00. Conditions were such that we automatically set a pretty brisk pace. The climb up the AT to the Pole Steeple Tr was a good warm up but not overly challenging. Hard Core had told me that a trail club had put in a new trail to the Steeple last year but this was first time I had been on it since before the renovation. The Mountain Club of Maryland did a fantastic job. Instead of descending on the Old Forge Road and then climbing up to the back of the rock formation the new trail takes a direct and easy route across a saddle in the ridge to the very base of the Steeple. With the low humidity and clear blue sky the view couldn’t have been better. In years gone by the best route down was through a large crevice in the rock formation and then down a very steep and rocky footpath. The MCOM fixed this by putting in a trail around the formation and then switchbacking it down to a point where the hill lessened greatly in its grade. A substantial amount of downhill-side cribbing had to be used to prevent the trail from washing off of the side of the hill. This took a lot of planning and a ton of manual labor. Good job MCOM!!!

We made quick work of the short cut through some summer cabins and the YMCA camp and proceeded up Leeper Farm Road. Initial plans were to turn left onto the Daugherty Trail which is unmarked and hard to find from its north terminus. We missed it but found the Buck Ridge Trail instead. This ended up being a very pleasant walk on a mostly grassy old jeep road. Since our mistake only cost us but about  30 minutes in time we decided to follow the Daugherty trail north a bit until we meet up with what was to be the rest of the hike. After passing through an Explorer Club (Founded in the 1800s) camp We followed a gravel road back down to the main park where we explored the swamp and east side of Mountain Run using the Kopenhaver Trail. It should be noted that the park map and the current map on this site (soon to be fixed) describe this as a yellow blazed trail. It was re-marked a couple of years ago with red paint!

We were back at our cars by 2:00 o’clock and soon heading home.

