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02-20-06: Gunpowder East Circuit - This was a scheduled Sierra Club outing. I was joined by John McCauley, Cognac Jack, Mary, Sandy, The Traveling Gnome, Rob and Jennifer from the Baltimore/Columbia area and then the Lancaster, PA contingent of Amy, Steve and Keith. They had been trying to hook up with us for the past month and today we finally did it. At last check weather.com was calling for a high of 35 degrees with partially cloudy skies. To our delight, as we proceeded further into the hike, the skies became blue and, for this time of the year, the temperature soared. I think we almost hit 50 degrees. Because of all of the snow from a week ago we met at Hereford High School instead of the usual spot near the Gunpowder Archery Club gate.
Surprisingly we still had a bit of packed snow here and there along the trail. Two days ago we hiked in western MD with hardly a sign of snow to be found. Still an hour into the trek and it almost felt like spring. We lunched at the predetermined Raven Rocks. For a change we were able to enjoy ourselves and bask in the sunshine. We were not the only ones fooled by the weather. Shortly after lunch we came upon some Skunk Cabbage apparently very eager to sprout. Also, I noticed some flagging along a well worn trail which we followed. This allowed us to bypass one of 3 minor hills. It isn't known at this time if a relocation is soon scheduled for the trail or if an unfamiliar hiker was marking his route. Nonetheless, it allowed us to maintain close contact with the scenic Gunpowder River a little bit longer. 
This time, as we progressed up the Panther Branch, I was able to photographically document the ruins of the old gunpowder mill. We were finished the 7 mile trek by 1:30. Almost on the spot half of the MD group and the Lancaster, PA contingent signed up for next week's Kelly's Run trip.
